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A center for teachers of the mentally retarded
provided five demonstration classes and a curriculum resource
library. Inservice and teacher education activities and videotapes
were developed, as were curriculum guidelines and materials.
Projected activities called for establishing an audiotape resource
library and expanding the programs for curriculum development and
inservice teacher education. Appendixes present the teacher
evaluation, letters, pupil achievement study, parent evaluation, and
other items. (JD)
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In addition to the five demonstration rooms at the Center, other
special rooms of interest are the Curriculum Resource Library; the
observation ststian evipped with a one-way mirror and sound system
for in-depth observations; a speech therapy room furnished with an
audio-trainer plus the latest in visual and mechanical aids for
speech improvement, and a video-T.V. studio equipped for video
taping, playback, room observations, and relaying information of
particular worth and interest through a closed circuit television
system.

In this setting the Buffalo Demonstration Center for the Mentally
Retarded has operated for two years. There has been continuing
evaluation and review of all aspects of the program throughout
this period. This evaluation has taken numerous forms (see
Appendix A for sample forms used in various surveys and evalua-
tiom'a together with a general indication of results accruing) :
written surveys, questionnaires, essay appraisals, teacher con-
ferences, staff meetings, parent interviews, etc. Many evidences
exist to indicate that the following objectives are being realized
to a degree exceeding original expectations:

a) To help teachers translate educational theory into workable
practices.

b) To provide demons
curriculum for b
retarded.

tration lessons in all areas of the
oth trainable and educable mentally

c) To introduce and demonstrate the educational application
of all new materials, equipment, and techniques.

d) To provide
experiment

e) To provi
courses
and art

an educational atmosphere conducive to
ation and the free exchange of ideas.

e the means and setting where curriculum ideas,
of study, and individualized units are developed
iculation between instructional levels improved.

f) To provide a setting where multi-exposure to "extra"
curricular subjects and experiences given to the children
are observed and evaluated.

kg) T0 ass:it in solving individual teaching problems.

As of today's date, 488 visitors have observed or participated at
the Oenter this, ear. Of this number 92 were students and staff
from the Seif;Thiiiiiii-sity College at Buffalo, 14 students from
D'Youville College, 8 students from the New York University of
Buffalo, 17 Central Office Administrators from the Buffalo Public
Schools, 65 teachers and administrators from outside of the City
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of Baffalo proper, 63 teachers from Buffalo who spent from two
to four days as aetive participants at the Center. In addition,
112 teachers attended specialized in-service meetings, and 14
student teachers were assisted in their training for nine week
periods. During the it itial operational year 1966-67 some 238
teacners, student undergraduates, and professional visitors and
observers visited the Center making for a grand total of 726 clien-
tele eerviced during the two year period the project has been
funded. These people have all received orientation to familiar-
ize them with the objectives and activities of the Center.

In the cases of observing teachers, the orientation has been
follmeed up eiith an extended period of observation and partici-
pation in the actual demonstration classrooms. Generally a four-
day stay has provided these teachers the opportunity to observe
a number or classes, with the emphasis placed on their own partic-
ular level. They have had access to the Curriculum Resource Room
with its library of current film strips, phonograph records, films,
and curriculum guides, plus an extensive selection of pertinent
texts, workbooks tend guides from all parts of the country. The
teachers have also had access to sample materials, teaching ideas,
seasoeal and instructional bulletin boards, and other Center devel-
oped materials. In addition, they had the opportunity for con-
ferences with the staff personnel, and any, so desiring, were given
instruction in the use and application of all audio-visual equip-
ment as well.

One of the way's in which we have been able to ascertain the effective-
ness of our services to these teachers by means of a subjective
evaluation fors., This form allowed the individual teacher to
identify the weakeessea and strengths of the program as he observed
them, and to indicate the value and benefits of the program to him
(See Appendix A). The great majority of the teachers participating
in the program were enthusiastic in their responses and appreciative
ef the prograa. Substantiating letters from other visitors to the
Center are also included in the Appendix.

2. We have been encouraged this year as most of the Center's activ-
ities have been extremely successfully and have exceeded our pro-
feesional expectations. These include:

a) We have been able to extend the services of the Center to
other school districts in Western New York. A total of fifty-
nine teachers and administrators from the eight county area
observed and were orientated to the activities being carried
on at the Cente/e

b) We were able to expand our inservice activities in both reading
instruction and speech improvement for area teachers. One hun-
dred and twenty-two teaehers attended such meeting. Examples
ef the type referred to would include (1) Teacher use of individ-
ual reading testing inventories, (2) classroom use of the "Peabody
Language Development Kits" for language development and general
speech improvement and (3) discussion, application and use of
the "Phono- visual'4 approach to reading instruction. Most of the
in-service topics were supported by the use of actual children
dewonstrations on video tape recordings.
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t;) We Now-. expanded cur student teacher (cadet) program to now
ser( ice the three local colleges and university. Approximately
ninfAy-two undergraduates observed the Center's activities and
special !einars were set-up by the staff. In addition, the
forementioned 14 stu6ent teaching nine week situations were
provided by the Center staff.

d) Curriculum development; was given additional emphasis this
operational year with the specific development of a "Basic
Concepts in Social Studies for the Elewentary Mentally
Retarded." This is presently at the printers but copies
should reach your office before July 1, 1968. This course
of study emphasizes the content to be acquired by elementary
mentally retarded children. Guidelines and suggested activ-
ities for classroma implementation are also given. Two other
curriculum groups have been meeting during the current year
and plan on formalizing their work this summer. The groups are
developing guides in (1) art education instruction - methods,
materials, and suggested projects for use with mentally
retarded pupils and (2) the development of an activity guide
in the teaching of functional reading with advanced age men-
tally retarded pupils. Emphasis will be on general guidelineE,
practices and approaches.

e) Our investigation and actual teacher use of the "Montessori"
program with our primary trainabies indicates that these
specialized teaching materials can be used effectively in
all areas of their curriculum. Teacher evaluation of our
bgjnning efThrts in this educational approach supports our
original, beliefs that (1) trainable children can learn through
independent activities with a minimum of teacher direction,
and (2) trainable children do have a capacity for self-
discovery and self-correction.

e have been =able to develop a series of eight in-service
video-tapes in the following area:

I. Programmed 4Laterials
2. Visual Perception Training (Disturbed Children)
3. Visual. Perception Technique (Trainable Alaphabet)
4. Phonovisual Reading Methods
5. Mathematics (Money Unit - Audio Visual materials)
6. Speech Inventory Testing (I.Q. P.A.)
7. Unit Projection (Indians)
A

. Individual Reading Test Inventory (Reading)

We have been able to use our
motivate and supportteaching
teRching was highlighted and
as teachers were able to see

closed circuit T.V. system to
units. Also, supervision of
meaningful conferences provided
their own strengths and needs.
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The helping hand of the Center has been extended this year
that heipiug teaeaers from the Center were able to follow

up by vi:AtAtion and conferences the new teachers who had
spent four days at the Center. Where necessary, the helping
teachers spent a week with the participating teacher in his
own classroom. The holding power of new or first year teachers
was greatly improved as a result of this process. An investi-
gation of texts, workbooks, and other supplementary teaching
materials has been carried on this year and the Demonstration
Center staff has evaluated same for use with mentally retarded
pupils. The evaluation has been made available for all teachers
to guide their ordering of materials.

It may be well here to point out that prior to the establishment
of the Demonstration Center, the only training centers for Excep-
tional Education teachers in Buffalo were at D'Youville College and
the State University College at Buffalo on an undergraduate level.
Perhaps the greatest change resulting from the project is the
extension and expansion of educational opportunity and experience
for teachers of the mentally retarded. The Demonstration Center
has furnished an in-service program administered by the personnel
of the Buffalo Public School System. By furnishing services,
training, and counseling to the 130 teachers of Buffalo's Mentally
Retarded, the Center has ultimately benefited over twenty-two hun-
dred retarded pupils in Buffalo.

Local agencies which have been involved with the Demonstration
Ce.iter, for the most part, have been other schools of the area.
D'Youville College and the State University College at Buffalo
have both assigned student teachers to the Demonstration Center
for practicuxu experiences. in addition, special seminars and
observation periods were organized for others in their undergrad-
uate progr.ams. We have also had numerous visitors from parochial
and other Erie County school systems. The most important results
of this inter-system and inter-school cooperation have been:

a) The ability to exchange resource personnel.

b) To develop in-service programs of interest to both.

c) The free exchange of ideas and materials use.

V.
,0. Project information hns been disseminated through a variety of

means and at a minimal of cost except for staff time. Methods of
dissemination have included letters, invitations, in-service meet-
ings, telephone, personal visits, speechs, newsletters, newspaper
and T.V. news releases.

All curriculum materials after receipt from the printers will be
mailed to all school districts in the eight county district.
Approximately fifty teaching improvement handouts have been devel-
oped or reproduced for distribution to all observing beachers.
Well over 2000 letters requesting information and the collection
of, resource materials have been sent by the Center staff and these
materials are on file and ready for teacher use in planning units,
motivating individual lessons and the like.
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Our Canter was featurd aF a special article in the Fall edition
of the Western New York bchool-Study Council Magazine. A copy is
attached for your infQrmation. This, plus an invitation was sent
to every principal, supervising principal, and, district superin-
tendent in the eight county district of Western New York.

6. At present, planning is being initiated for the continuation of
this project after the three years of operation and of federal
funding. Presently we are in our second year of operational
funding. Local implementation of the funding of the Center is
now ia the planning stagez. This project will be picked up
locally on May 1, 1969.

Budget Cost - for Narrative Period

Total Cost
IMP.tellIMMOUIMMINIVOM6

Total Ncn Federal. Support

Total Federal Support under Title III, P.L. 89-10
'4111.4..10,440104111.1141.00WAVAPORWIMMIMONOW.

$ Total Federal Support other than Title III,
89-10
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Most of the projected activities will be a continuation of, the objectives
of the original proposal and those developed in Part II - Narrative
Report herewith attached. In addition, emphasis will be given to the
foliowins:

a) Expand the curriculum development activities of the Center. There is
a definite need for curriculum development in the area of education
for the mentally retarded in nearly all aspects of their curriculum.
This is especially true of the large majority of the children who live
and attend school in the inner-core area of the large city school dis-
tricts. The special needs of these children require a definite and
specific curriculum based both in the developmental and the functional
life adjustment areas. Curriculum development for these children of
special needs must of necessity emphasize the following areas:

1. Self-Realization - hopefully, the child will learn and apply
TiiiiiniritEllikes and values which will enable him to under-
stand and adjust to his strenghts and weaknesses, thus fostering
a feeling of security and self-reliance, enabling him to fulfill
himself as a human being.

2. Social Awareness- concern in this area is chiefly with focusing
a proper perceptive necessary to everyday living through develop-
in necessary social acceptability within his immediate group and
later within his expanding circle of experience in the community.

3. Haan Relationqiips - This life adjustment area aims at aiding
iiiTiaTM771:FTEe attainment of values necessary to develop a working
relationship in dealing with people and to become a contributing
member of our society.
Eonom;i.c Ef ficient - in this area, emphasis is placed upon thevau d moz ey ancTT job opportunities in an attempt to insure
economic structure.
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With our CfLlter in operation and the availability of a large number of
resource personnel (Aoki, teaching resources we are in an excellent posi-
tion to strvrAura curriculum activities in the specific areas mentioned.
With Cie use of the control groups at the Center we will be able to
impl.ove the articulation between the various instructional age groups
and to ) ili point the curriculum development emphasis needed. In this
way, a :large curriculum area that crosses all age grouping can be
worked on by all five instructional groulx, Such units for example,
might be C:omartnItNAJou, Trana2rtation or lillyjeuje..Wprk.

We have also had success in developing units of instruction where a
core of experience is correlated in all the areas of the curriculum.
In this way suggeFted activities are developed and used by all members
of the staff in readIng speech, art, physical education, homemaking,
and thAl like. This cooperative development and reenforcement is so
necessary to positive curriculum development. We would like to pursue
these approaches and methods in the forthcoming year.

;w have had excellent opportunity this second operational year in
Pv4unting and investigating audio-tapes for individualized and small
group iavtruction in our demonstration classroom with the use of
li!Acning stations. The individual success of this teaching method
iaa stimulated us to plan an audio-tape resource library of sample
pre-recorded lessons in all areas of the special curriculum for next
yi.:ar. The staff of the Center believe that this method would be of
great assistance in providing teachers with examples of excellent seat/
t.tudy work activities, provide meaningful small group instruction, and
motivate learning for individual children in a specialized area of need.
We have found the children extremely anxious to use this vehicle. Nearly
all were able to operate and profit from this use with a minimum of
teachP:r direction. We plan on cataloguing the various tapes according
to age level, subject, and/or specialized need. They will be housed
in a .Tecial section of our existing curriculum resource room where
all observing and participating teachers can make full use of them.
Instruction in their development will also be provided so that the
visitLig teachers will be able to make tapes for use in their own
Opsr:Toomh alter' leoring the Center.

c) Expand our present in-service programs for area teachers of the mentally
ret;:trded. We would like to emphasize action research application in
all ou classrQoms. With the excellent facilities of the Demonstration
Cent,er available, as well as resource personnel, a program of intensive
tratring could be organized in nearly all areas. Teachers seem most
interested in curriculum guidelines, and practices in reading, arith-
metic and occupational education. Many of the activities of Center
relative to these areas can be video-taped with actual children for
illuz.trative purposes at the in-service meetings. Specific methods
can be discussed and supportive teaching materials made available for

'tAcmonstration. Possible in-service topics might be:

1. Construction of Teacher Made Instructional Materials.
2. Adr.linistration of Standardized Tests
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3. Develo?xent of e ikita )'old' r for Children Can aid to articulation)
4. Improvement of nrroupj4z Procedurec
5, The Use Pf Unit Teartag Methods with Retarded Children
6. Functional Reading Methods ond Materials

Given that one of the fundamental objectives sought in the proposed
Demomtration Center is an increase in teaching skills of newly
appointed and non-tenured teachers, evaluations, perforce, become
"product evaluailions." To determine the extent to which the pur-
poses of the Demonstration Center have been achieved in this area,
two categories of evidence will be sought. The first will involve
reports by the observing teachers as to the degree of success per-
ceived by them in their experiences in a given casa. Using structured
questionnaires and interview techniques, efforts will be made to
solicit and record participant appraisal. This material will be used
not only PS part of the official evaluation procedure, but as "feed-
back," as well, in continuous modification of the Demonstration Center
arrangements. The second category of evaluative evidence will involve
rev.)rts by personnel having direct supervisory contact with the partic-
ipating teachers in the educational settings from which they come.

Tk),:t effectiveness of the curriculum laboratory opportunities can be
evaluated by supervisory personnel through observation techniques.
The educational curriculum research person assigned to the Demon-
stration Center will make follow-up evaluations and hold conferences
with, the observing teachers after they have returned to their home
buildings. He will be concerned primarily with the effectiveness of
the traniAation of the educational research projects carried on at the
Center in the teacher's own classroom. He will also check on the
quality of the communication between teachers and the Demonstration
Staff.

The I.)monstration Center and its operation will be evaluated by the
staff. Their evaluations and suggestions are to be discussed with
the Demonstrltion Center personnel and implemented. Three consultant
evaluations and conferences are to be made in each calendar year.
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This year til.; speech hos had a friatful year. Demonstrations
were ciw,n to all inlluding spr;ech therapists from Kenmore
and Willialmvi114. Ubservati)ns by student speech the.:Napists also
took place. In odditi on, some of ttA, faculty from the srPc61 clinic
cf t; Stat;c Tj.L)yelP.ity College at Buffalo visited with us. These
faculty member siztlmed most impressed.

At the' e: demontArations, the visitor; had the opportunity to see the
l'eaboay KiLs (Level 1 & 2) in use, groups of trainable children re-
actire to spentch therapy, the Phonovisual Method being taught to pri-

;vnt2 Ard a lanpragf, Iel,son (video-
tat,e) rtAlvi,A.4J.Ln zcir I. ,;1.A.

Spt Thrpy tainable children was geared to concepts (house,
food, animals and shapes and colors). In the group lessons all con-

l',.vt!" through the use of the Peabody Kit #1, Ferwill Object
r Motor Perceptual Materials. Books and recordings were

'sect. In the individual sessions, these language concepts were
further reinforced through such aids as the audio-trainer, language
master, lotto games, Frostig Materials, Kindergraph Kit, records and
objects.

Dn the primary class, the second half of the Peabody Kit Level #1 was
continued with emi.hasis on spontaneous conversation and sequencing
(vtrually, auditoraliy and verbally). The Phonovisual Method was also
reviewed through the help of the therapist.

In the indiviUual Eessions some of the children received work on audi-
tory accoding, motor encoding, visual perception and spontaneous con-
versation. Many cf these abilities did improve in children such as
Andrew Kin ; through all the above named materials and the Slingerland
Materials.

The intermediate class had the Peabody Kit Level #2 introduced and they
seem to really enjoy doing classifications and categories but the most
successful highlight was both the children's and teacher reaction to
the Phonovisual Method. Theo children responded and learned quickly
and many observers: were "amazed" to see our children so quickly identi-
fying initial, medial and final consonants, Sounds became fun!

Individually chils,tren like Andrew Casey blossomed using this method.
Others were now discrimiqating, scanning, identifying and stabilizing
sounds wore successfully,

individt,a117 boys like Fidel and Hector Senquis were able to start
di.rrAissing and sequencing stories from charts(Slingerland)

Michael Cavanaugh and Andrew .Hills stuttering is diminishing. They
Ilave ",Erinf-d (;onfidence in their speech abilities.

Success in Speech Therapy is hard to measure. Remarks like "Oh great!
It's time for speech" or "Gee, sound games are fun," make me feel as if
itts been a most successful year.

Sandra Landy
Speech Therapist
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1. Developinent .f visosl-pc.n ptu 1 exercises

2. Effective use of, video-tapes for teaching and in

t iv Mild-ten/9 G-c,wt.h*

1. Sevzral trt4nable children made trem
absolute non-readers to good func
reading and comprehending mater

All the educable children
'Lad. c functional vocal

body, functional and

Quite unmeasurabl
towsrds reaain
and even out
failures
?bserve
sure
th

-service work

endous progress. From
zonal readers, capable of

i.al on a high primary level.

at the Center have acquired at least
ulary consisting of foods, parts of the

protective sign vocabulary.

e, is the development of positive attitudes
g. Many of the children were defeated, discouraged

wardly hostIle to reading due to past and repeated
rid frIstrations. At this point it is possible to

the assurance and confidence that they have - they are
:jhev will not be asked to perform a task which is beyond

ar capabilities. This is further emphasized by their eager-
ness for additional, time inn the reading room.

Achievement tests given in the individual classrooms indicate
that most of the children made substantial gains in reading. I
am pret:;ently Qompleting my own tests but initial results are
supportive of the genoral tests administered.

Patricia Dailey
Reading Specialist
M.R. Demonstration Center -42e
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
DIOCESE OF BUFFALO

100 SOUili-ELMWOOD AVENUE BUFFALO, NEW YORK 1202

853 - 3775
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VERY REV. MGR. LEO E. HA.`.,',4.F.:RL
. Suporintendorl of Sci.l.zo:s

"Dr. Jonah ltezgalia
Direct-or of Specip,

...Board of Ed-zcation
701 City E:721
Buffalo, 14Taw York

'nrc jects

14202

Dear Doctor ilargulis:

I e e.rtily ene.orse the applica-
..tion for continue.d. funding undar Title TTI o th3 erZirit"7;/
End. Secondary Education Act, of t'r..3 domonstraticm school for

teachers of trz..% nantally r etarred at Public School Eo. 23.

This progn= is a brion to -Ulla
public end priv,tte school educators 71.10 have CLOSE '..1 to give
of thlrit.selves in tl-ds e-nea of great need.

"

Ty. Rev. ns3v. Leo E.
Suparik-Ltondsnt of Schools

4

s



4;

;Jr. Jowi E. Paup;,,t

Superviswr of i .1.e.ntati.,,, ,L
Board of Education
City Hall
!lufiato, N.:?.w. York 14202

Dena"

My sim.;crt rhanik to you, is Gentile, Mr. York. and the faculty
at the Demonstration Center for a very well organized and worthwhile
obFf.;:rvation expeaence on November 14, 1967.

As you !Jow, th,a group that visited the Center was made up of college
presntly enrolled in a curriculum practices for the mentally

rkrdE.1 course. As many of these people have had no previous ex-
pLiince with retarded children in an educational setting, we thought
it most appropriate, at this time, to attempt to concretize some of

:tirr'cultIm concepts we have dealt with duriag the semester.

Please. knew that the students were extremely excited by what they
t44.11,1H and felt durirg their visit. During a late afternoon

day, many things were described that
had (,1..e.c.t impact ):), their 'knowledge, understanding and attitudes.
Many thought ..:4t z7e of clx4ss levels, and their
corresponding variety of teaching techniques and methods, was quite
valua'Ae. Others were quite impressed by the lessons and activities
which werc lyresnted by the reading specialist, and by the video
tape, which dealt with the diagnosing of reading achievement. Of
course,, many commeat were also made about the wealth of audio-visual
equipIlcnt and teaching aith'i and reqources that are available to
te3c4ers aL 0,mLer.

Probhbty the largest portion of our session. was spent discussing the
physical, soclal, emotional make-up of the children at the Center
and their behavior during the various activities that were observed.
Alon with this, careful observations were made of the physical make
op o, each room; i.e., the arrangement of furniture, the room decor,

,4 t t, p,v:1 of materials used, the teacher's mode of operation, and the
kinds of involvement of children at various age and ability' levels.

many other thins would like to add; however, let
me oinip;,, rA7 apprciation to you for your energy in making
th.,U; pexiklice a suLcessful one.

1,1:`,J001 f,',1ny r 4",

Y( )L Is 1,12 2 1 16) W.)2-561'1
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l'ene 3, 19%,,j

Mr. Jon a Paulvt, Project Adwinistrator
ntAllonstrtion Center for Menial Retardation
Public School 23
1515 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, N4:14 York 14220

Deal- Mr. Paubst:

Now that another wzhool year has gone by, It seems

appropriate to send you this note of appreciation
for enabling the students in our i'racticuin situa-
t;ons :md others, to bhare in the excellent pro-
gram.) 1,vovided at your center.

Our rectrd$ :anew that in the course of the past
two ye sars ome 9i of our students were shown hos-
pitaaty during visitations. In addition, and per-

ot !-ere stgnificance, 14 of our student teachers
an darttcipants were Oared in your center for their

cxpQrience. The appraisals given by these
students and by the college supervisors who attended
Lhm s}..Jakluniformly of the high quality of the exper-
ience prov;ded tnere.

Again, permit mg to thank you for your cooperation
aild c. ':press Liic hope that the center will continue
to serve as a source of demonstration of what's best
in Men .al Retardation Programming.

Cordially*.

Murray Bioustem
Coordinator of Student Teaching

cig

STAI t INN). ( :01.11.61 AT Br; I ) (710 862-5611
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John L. roupst, Jr .

rrojer: itccLor
M t Deplooration Center

itA
Pn tk

Pmffalo, New York

poar, Mr. Paapst:

OD ;)oh al of .;pe.cial Education majors o 01Yoville College,
'tsh to '..:1471.!d our deetwst appreciation to you and your staff at the

£4 ;0,1onstrILlou Ccater. Our program has been greatly enhanced through
your cooporatiou and eCtort.

The student teachers and participants who were fortunate to be
assigned C,:liter, have lieported enthusiastically on the educational
locUitLes ,ni have demono,irated through their reports in class their
6r0wth arl young peollo who will hopefully enter the special education
field on vraduation. We only w;$1) your facilities were larger so that
all our stqdents would If aa opportunity to participate as fully as
the

Please exptess my vpreeiation to Mr. Yor% for so ably conducting
our student groups CltouLII the Qonter. lie also made an excellent presen-
tation hoke at D'YouvIlle to the SEANYS regional meeting.

T sball be in touch with you in the fall to arrange for further
tours of the Center for my Sophomore group. I have 101 students enrolled
in the course, so we will have to make several trips. However, with your

Cimuit TV, this would not be the problem it might be

Thant., you again, I will call you in September.

Very truly yours,

Eileen L. Corcoran
Coordinator of Special Education

'LC: et.
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November 10, 1967

Dv Alice C. Brow
Director of Edue. for the Mentally Retarded

Pevsonnel
Board of Education
rot. CiLy Hail
lufCelo, New York

Dr. Brown:

students and I wait to thank you for tau oppor-
tvalty you provided for them to observe classes for the
mantolly rotardzle, At both School #24 and School #28. We
wou ld al.lo like to thank Miss Crabenstatter and Mr. York
or the help and consideration they shaved to Miss Cooney

4#60 to Mx. Dorney. These observations provided a valuable
fulditlan to their learning experience.

Nsn:161

cc: Ur. York
1.a 93 t:;rabens tatter

: :5.1 6.
C VIXOLIC CHAUVIN/0 OF BUFFALO* N. Y.

525 WASBINGTON SMELT'"0.
BUFFALO, N.Y. 1 4703

Sincerely.

(Mrs.) Nancy 00 Dodd
Instructor, School of Social Welfare



,

k

..1 4`

, .. ".. .. , i i, . I. . .

V.. ,i",' . i . s V :. '1. .'.1 . ":1, C.c. ,-""... -1 .1'. -



THE CONTINEIVTAL PRE.

Mr. Thorn; co York
Curriculum Reouurec 4c6o1ist
School 28
1515 %nt Park
ui.flo, New York

Di.ar 4r. vork!

Ei, 1111144,0

ELIZAHHI-ITOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 17022

May 10, 1967

TI,J1toAn(3 'Jour 800d directions I was able to slip out of
PALtfalo right tnto Clevoland. linfortunate3y I hit Cleveland
rtght at. Ole ftve o'clock rush. You know what that means.

To :i.ecol:thAnce our conversation, I am seadtng you five
cop of TdE CREATIVE-WORK BOOK, I betieve it would be
helpful to teachers who viAt your library if you would have

vilrlt children eomplete copies of the book. In this way,
toucher; can SQO the possibilities of the book.

.eu aro to hi congratulated on the very systmatic approach
that your vchoul hi! 3. ( fwvo not seen anything exactly like
it in my tra7ls bforo.

Mr. York, T pw)recluto the kind,aoss shown to me during my
sqall weirolm: the orol:tunitv to serve you at any

time.

Sinceiviy yours,

William Y. Rornback

it I 1114'4 !.t,L 011(11:1 flti120; ATLAN1A 1:1E0r4t rAi LAS, TEXAS *152f17: PAf.-3ArE:NA, CAL IF rpt ;NIA 01105; POYT LAND, OREGON 97205
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A ,,22,2)nOnned Abstract of

Advantag_p14 for th,;!: Elementary Retardates or
Nowirl--MVNISAW.11.1ft1.11.

and- Pt,proach hNPhardz_ng Mu t1-42,12§yre o
g5TR7rU7irEgriFTUVects anT17.2.sriences

c rate ,

By

Thurnace York
Curriculum Resource Specjalist

L.emcnstrytion Center for the Mentally Retarded
1515 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, New York

June 1, 1968
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It ry.oitzwl Oirlt traditiol methods of
qdtJ(!rin oflecti.v:1)y sirve the interests o needs

7.LarthA child. Mental retardation, by
vr,tyll.o that intollctual growth is nt a slower

te thaA, r,ry
::i 1. researh shows ths! ave.rage

achi(xewft Ari( thIT-'Lt, 1 ton month $tudy exp3sure for
the Imzqlt;J.fly :.ar.de:, is :3.3 months wrmal child shouldaohive on ioath qach mcynth spent 11 school. Sincehe tmditiowd. ¶lanroom i structured to meet the needsof th averri. abnic avr3.gi:1; pupil, inevitably the re-rdd learnor .f;alt, farther and farther behind, compound-

failunis, addtn frutratinns, and falling prey toall ne perolAlity ma adjustment3 that can follow.

Thf: 55,gnificnnce or this study rests in whatever evidence
provile that a better way has teen found to meet

the retardates' rated. If it can be demonstrated that bymeal% of (41.eclalizcJd services and a multi-exposure to extra-
c9rrimlnr znAbjects and experiences for accelerated learning,pivil actually dos achieve rehabilitation to a point of
irdevrndent or sexi-independent living, then it will be pos-ible to jtify an outlay for ti provision of such servicesto all montal retardates. It may even be possible to showthat such a program is economically more feasible than ourpreent ricourze of failur, neglect, or institutionalization.Certainly it uld not be difficult to demonstrate that such
proram 1,1% m.rf Jowirdly desirable and morally defensible.

Just importanr;ly the study should assist the Buffalo
Derrwrtration Center for th::4 :1Tentally Retarded in adjustingmet d, procOures, in a continuing effort to
oryst,aliz .zr4ceptional educptional concepts into working

It



1tTTONATX FOR SVJnY.

Netg;40411,100111.0.110.1111~.10....r4

The ob 1,kves vtf ,,J'acion. for the mentaly retarded do riot
differ kiM from th.z)se advocated for dhildren in general
educAtoo. The difTeronce lie$ in ale degree of emphasis.
rnive is lc.;3r1 toncentraion of effort upon rigid academic
ft;:hitovement, and r n in emphasis upon the development

an P,cleouato perionlity in occupational and social-living
areas. ThP needo of these children are the same as the needs
for aU lc;ve, a smise of belonging) a sense of
worth) ,n chancP. to, expross him2elf, an opportwlity to realize
his capacities.

There :i.ttle exact knowledge about the way in which mentally
retarded children learn and there is a lack of appropriate and

.althodoloy pertaining directly to them. However, much
hl*! beer, 6ismvered through experience and research in many
aroas to olfer direction to the educator's effort to assist the
msntni reOrdate to a better development of his potential.

The BuMlo NTionstrrItion Center for the Mentally Retarded has
the dimension of being an actual school for retardates
Ifien,% exploratory education and research are taking place in
its; oFn setting, well-equipped, with specially trained teachers,
a multi-exposure of specialized services, and a concentration
of instructional aids and resources to provide the greatest
possible guarantee that pupils will he assisted to maximum
learning.



"7,FriiTc;'._. T"Ir'441. ,0.th
4rovor4.7.1..,

1. MeQta One Who 18 handicapped, educationally
end socially, beause of low intelli-
gence to the degree that he requires
specJal educational facilities to
realize his potonticii.

Those retarded children whose T. Q.
ranges between 50 and 75, who may be
taught functional academics.

0
s,,4

J;;',,,,u(,;(,,,te,
,

Trt-'np11,4.so.

ermediete:
.10 ha

.Cxtra-Curricuir;
h<10.11.111104.1goenfot WWI.% r WAINNIN.,-Inn.

6. Mul._-Exnosure:
0.4

* s *
..114.0111110100.141110.4.1M.

Those retarded children whose 1. Q.
ranges between 30 and 50; who may be
taught only rudimentary school work,
but can become partially self-sustain-
ing through special training.

Thoe educable retardates who fall
within the age range of 9 to 11 years
old for educational training purposes.

Includes subjects being taught under
guidance of a specialistt Art, Audio-
visual Materials, Speech, Remedial
Readings Music, Home Economics, Physical
E(Wcation, Outdoor Field Experiences
(camping, sensorial experiences.)

Exposure to all the extra-curricular
subjects plus the regular academic
etheroom subjects such as reading,
arithmetic, writing, social studies,
health send sociP1 development.

Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of Congress

(Federal Aid to Education)
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cli.tu!vi/14.- c.tr,l, r)r().,-,-,ress

)ils tt,{ 71.!r%owl-ratin C}:Sher'
beco,lso Of the basic

t t 'purl mu r, be exposed t o multi -
r acaluine occurs. Room

.s Inovic, in the prorylm.

rapas will show an ncolerated pace
ho;'n1,1 tha.c, gcnernlly exriencvd by members

result, is pnticipated because
"1. H!chts (,xponuro to multi-3mrning experi-

,701(1 iAstructional aids.

'bat t,Ihe umn1 vaIt ',.11,7: in individual
f.'ip.A.A1

. :.11 and pohiilvealf,nt, will be demorotrated, as4

t,Itl. ,

.

!. ,Lrov.p.,3 Ciu(, to Iltdividual differences.

, I),; ':.fect Method," a most recent techniquee.'......,..

ocert,;ith ti.i.l.., ...,A iosres, will be used. We have no
,ziul-.! Intrumorft for "chance" improvement.
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"111) I 1
41,1.

cirik ud

h.BJEM

)- t e: h.el been able to dircover, the Buffalo
:Jetr.11-eati,s% ,:":4qPi" for tho Z,"ent Ill; Re.:,ar.ied x z; the only
1.00f,:eem tt, 14-11%, .A:t a scope Wch iacluies:

1. Pr edA.7Ati xi prorram,
2o cit!.lete school for educable hnd trainable

ottra:it,es,
A r',L11 '..i,)I-Aerent of npecializeci services to
the pupil,
An extensive .or our7,e library of materials and
(.-aipmert representIng the most up-to-date
rtttlAolezy and instructional equipment available.

'1(.e the ;; mons,rntion Center is somewhat unique in these
reepects, exilting !Ittrhes and investigations cannot provide
LieziAate pupil achievement potential thought to
be p:it;,!)Jr in a lerning situation such as the Center affords.
1r theref'ere becomes desirable, particularly after a second

)f operatIon, to begin specific studies which will
11Pasure and evaluate pu:d1 growth and begin to yield a general

of gains, if any, being made at the Demonstration Center
:n tte area of M. R. education.

lp

t

4

LT! " ,i ii'1c Problem:

The pr,.cm of the Investigation is to seek answers for these

1. Is it being borne out that the original assumption
%Indarlying the creation of the Demonstration Center
is vt)lid? (i.e.) that edycable and trainable
mentally retarded pupils will substantially profit
frc, e .p..(4;-ram of instruction which includes:

a tpecial Fett ng structured specifically
to retardm.tes,

b. teacher y who have demonstrated competency
in the instruction of retardates,

c. exposure to a full range of specialized
services thought to be necessary for their
maximum development,

d. 4Ase of the latest learning devices, equipment,
Plc;d mterials,
a wide range of learning and extra-curricular
;;der fences.

Cln jt be demonstrated by pupil achievement data
cnrrently av3ilable that pupils enjoying the multi-
exposure instructional program at the Demonstration
Centr, in fact, achieving learning development
s.lperior to prld more acnelerated than pupils learning
in less favored circumstances?

(I a
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tion to
,11 d%le th c:dy pzArtitil a

to3lowink limiLntion3 rr 11 be

5nv:. will s .ek to rw)rt the. efftnts
.AJAi expozure exTleriences tnP total achieve-

mdlne ar.,1 trith.!Iptio tlkillt:; for those
junior hidl student:; who have been

:110 :;rtitcr for orP ye%r aird who in,Lid no previous
f!xtra curic%aar activities and

eri,F08. The w.r. r!inge frovi 11-1 to 13-8 years;
1. fJ.om tit to 74; ui M. A.'s from 7.0 to 9.3

TT &v:pect cannot be studied at this time
f(r jack of c-omp:et.,ed evaluation which will not
c m47! unil the end of Lhe school year in June.

The study will not extend into other areas of con-
cern c:t th':! Demonstration Center (i.e., teacher
iduction, In-service training).

A olor collectic,n of data and scores will
hnv. to Await a fpr more extensive program of de-

Ivala:,tiri planned for the third year's
operatit:n, Pt: Itklic time control classes for All

ltiolc at t.1: 1),:rlonfF.trAtion Center will be
battsry of test will be given boththe corirol and !)(rimental ciasses three times

durlm the ye r, 1.1-10 results tabulated more com
pl-tely th :j oan be complished at this time.
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tirokp,r,h the Dmon.7trntion Center,

.1.honld 1,0c4 ttof-.1 in sep1. ember, 196( ,

Lhe neamArine inf;trument for achievement
us( r.1 on Mx; 16, 1968,

"rk '4. A* .

t%')1 1 OW

d M e to understand the task and

rct rt- t1 wm; G. A. 12-1.0j with an M. A.
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:vsd c';c1P strtdardized test were
emplc..od fa. teintr, the hypotheses. The three evrAluation
f%..47m were.

viluatiQn complet:,ed by VisAIng Tenchers as they
v3t.d the Demonstion Oenter for four days and

vt,ixdrAlLs et work,

7. A pax 7hut evaluation of the child in relationship to
tho ffvs!ctIvenc: of the training at the Demonstration
rf!

3. teachr?r evaluation ma de twice a year.
The final evaluation of these two is not available

time since it will not. be completed until
Juno 7 j J968.

stElPrTlzed twit was administered in the form of thi4 Metro-
'ta,Aeillevement T1;:t:!t,o (Form A) Prima 1:.and 11 BatterM7-

e k,C;t*; MaSUVO:3 7=51770 rea- rig anT7IFTEWEic.
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iiaffdlo Public 3nhools
Tnurnae..ws York

Reading Comparison
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RESULT3

The following observations seem pertinent in viewing the resulting
data from the Metropolitan Achievement Test.

1. It was observed thAt ell subjects making up the group of 11 fell
within a good educable educational 1.Q. range of 61 to 74, a spread
of 13 points with a mettan 1,Q. being 68. The M.A. range was 7-0
to 9.3 with a median or 8-1. Tue C 4. rry:;- '- 11-1 to 13-8 with
a median of 12-10.

2. The age range did not seem to appear significant at any time.

1 The original expectation of accelerated growth in the group seems
to be borne out. The national average of expected growth for men-
tally retarded children is 3.3. months for a 10 month study period:
one third that of a normal child. In 8 months, the Demonstration
Cee.ter L:Toup achieved a median of 6 months gain in reading and a
gain of 6.5 months in arithmetic, almost twice as much as the
national expectation. The group grade equivalents were based upon
the standard scores from the Metropolitan Achievement Tests.

4,
Four individuals in the group achieved up to 7,. 9 and 12 months
in reading which represents from 1 to 6 months higher than the
median of 6 months set by the group (see charts).

5* Four individuals in the group achieved up to 7.5, 8, 9 and 18
months in arithmetiC which represents from 1.5 to 12 months higher
than the median 6.5 months set by the group (see charts).

6. The original expectation that all pupils would achieve some measure
able advancement has not been borne out in the two academic areas
tested here, with three subjects showing regression being the
exceptions.

7. Findings in the area of arithmetic are generally comparable to
thoco found in reading with two exceptions.

8. The reeding scores do not show dramatically the foundation remedia-
tion thaL wat7, necessary this year, but they do show the need for
future application of the general reading skills.

9. The original expectation that individual pupils would vary in their
performonces was borne out.

10, It was observed that most of the subjects fell in the second grade
level.



11. Tho group, when cu apared to the test data from the same test
administered 8 months caviler, showed an increase in achieve-
ment-, in all areas. This same achievement appears for those
class members who had been at the Demonstration Center for
their second year.

CONCLUSIONS: In spite of the fact that the original expectations do
not appear at this point to have been totally borne out, ample evi-
enc Wr exists to indicate that the multi-exposure to extra-curricular
experiences is resulting in a positive and significant degree of
achievement for subjects being trained at the Demonstration Center
for the Nhmtally Retarded.



APPENDIX D

PAREW EVALUATION
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comment; %1 'rom parents are given below:

"1 think this program is helping my dhild a lot."

"I hiv0 noticed ciuite a change in her school work
has been attending the Demonstration Center.

;tier school work is much better than it was when She
vvIt attendiug the other school."



3 11,:is lb my much in hi:: school work
while r Center. He has improved the
most :n nath. go t7. enjortA the field tripr-1 and
the (;ookng leEronr. Hi;: father and I &re very

with his progress and very grateful that
h thie method of learning."

4. "Since hd has been there he is more interested in
everything and he seems to be much brighter and speaks
right up. 1 think you have helped him 100%. He is
much kindar to his brother and sisters and always
attentive to me, This has been a good thing for him
and I am glad he wa given the opportunity to be in
thi. class."

"She has advanced so much since she started there and
alLo seems more interested in school."

"I have noticed quite a change in A---Is school work
since he has been attending the Demonstration School.
His school work is much better than it was at the other
school. He gets better grades on his report card now."

"D--- has been helped more the last two years than all
of his other school years."

"S--- is improving somewhat better in many ways."

9. "My Oaughter, should have homework every night
in any subject. She does not read well or follow to
understand what she has already read. She says she
likes her school and the ohildren in her class and her
teacher. She's nervous with strangers or anyone she
does not know. She's very good at home and is more
often the first to help her mother or baby brother if
they need help in the home."

10. "I like this program very much because it is helping my
child a loto"



I, STRATIoN CENTER
School 28

1 l'i South Park Ave.
Buffalo 20, N. Y.

ch 25, 1968

DpAr Parent;:

Yc'ir child is a participant in one of the few Demonstration
Centers for the training of teachers of the mentally retarded
on thr URBAN level in the United States. The program is in
its second year of operation using the latest innovations tip
assist the learrIng process.

>oa 1.:Ad been one of the near eight hundred persons visiting
"Center" you would have seen classes using the most rocent2y

1 ishi3d materials, visual and audio equipment, closedcirovit
okti.lon systtm (the only one on the elementary level) , 0040

tap.73,n tqat cqpturo !.ichool Activities, the resource library which
has the larrret collection of materials for special studento And
a host of other exciting things to increase the students' Shill01
experiwnr.r. an re6pelwm. There have been fifteen part font full"
time staff membtxs involved in nssisting your child in the 44407

n

a two-fold purpose in senling this letter. Fir St
you love mt visited the "Center" we hope you will arritmgo 40
come, sit tn your cnildis class, have a conference with 0141,,ulft01
And lock At thn facilities available. Secondly, we would 14K4 /04:r
ideas on tLe influence made and assistance given by the DtmorotrIit

CcIntlr to your Child.

ea acs cmnplete the enclosed form and return it to the $0001 116
u3 w)ke gn evaluation of the program.

Whe!li you plan to visit the "Center", please call Mr. "Tor*. Tot ,VP
noprq%tment at 823.2668. We shall look forwArj to seethe rh4

} rnly/r

a4V4It44M t
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DEMONSTR;TION CENTFR
School 28

L515 South Perk 4ve.
Buf,talo 20, N. Y.

PAT'CT
0*

.UATTON OF CHILD

I ',.:1'0 ').,^ t il r.ilirs

, t. '",f the 55

hfive

Fleale che th pnrticular box below with an "X" if you have
notieoa nn im;,roveme,lt in your child sinc.e attending the
Di?x.nstmtion Cnter. Check only the ones that best spy what
your chill is doing in the following areas:

MATHEMATICS:

710, .11.

141.. Cco.mts, rends numbers and writes numbers at home.

7.3 I.130'A more number.; to solve problems.

SCTYN',..117
00.4...40.41.....1.1 POW*, YON 04.0.0.1.1.....a.n.

Bettor under tending and appreciation of community life.

3 Has nn increased interest in learning facts related to
things like history, science, etc.

C__1 Pis learned ways of gathering new facts.

Has been heard to reuse facts that were learned.

LAN9UAG:

Listens mom att.Intively to others.

r= Has learned to express ideas more clearly.

U Corrects him elf to improve his language.

READING:

ET-1

Reads more words

Understands what is read more.

Rends at home more.

(7) Yore intere:A in books and magazines.

rN tWPFN1HIP.

F.C.j Can read his writing better.

rn Expresses his ideas clearly.

- See reverse aide



PARENT i'VAL!",T VF CTILD

laHAYIOR:

7-7 Child is more nwAra of personal behavior.

r Trif to eet along bettor with others.

7-7 Taker; more responsibilities at. home.

[7:7 Talks about likinit school.

P3r1r4T WRCISE:

Takes part in physica) activities with other children.

7-1 Apprecites and notices more color; shapes in surround-
ings.

plALTH:

71 Likes to eat breakfast.

7.3 'mproveA prnisonal health And safety habits.

E,XTRA PARENT1NMET:

7'7 Would like more parent-teacher-school activities.

r:I] Would like mnterlals nbout children with special needs.

COMENTS:


